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MEMBER FOR RIVERTON 
Minister for Planning’s Comments — Personal Explanation 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton) [2.48 pm]: I rise to seek leave to make a personal explanation under standing order 148. 
The SPEAKER: Permission granted. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: The Minister for Planning made an accusation in question time. She accused me of bullying, 
intimidating and threatening the Mayor of Nedlands at a meeting. It is a serious issue and a serious accusation. 
I might add that I attended the meeting at the request of the local members. 

Point of Order 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I do not think the member’s explanation is, in fact, a personal explanation, and I would 
ask you to rule on that. 
The SPEAKER: Members, I will read out what a personal explanation is. It is an opportunity granted to a member 
by the Chair to explain a matter of a personal nature. Personal explanations should be short, concise and confined 
to an explanation of matters affecting the member personally. It is not an opportunity to debate a matter or respond 
to an earlier debate. Personal explanations have been used to explain personal circumstances, to correct errors and 
sometimes to apologise to the house. The Chair needs to hear some of the explanation to determine whether it fits 
within the guidelines and should therefore be heard in silence and he may correct a misimpression made. 

Personal Explanation Resumed 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. As I said, in question time an accusation of a significant nature was 
made about me—that is, that I attended a meeting and bullied, intimidated, and threatened the Mayor of Nedlands. 
I attended the meeting at the request of the local member. I said nothing. I sat in the back row and said nothing. 
Two hundred people attended the meeting. I might add that I have never had a meeting with or conversation with 
the Mayor of Nedlands. 
The SPEAKER: Member, keep to what you are just going to say. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: I have never had a conversation other than that with the Mayor of Nedlands. It was an accusation 
that is false and misled Parliament. 
The SPEAKER: That is enough, member. 
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